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Department of Special Education and Psychological Services 
 

Mission 

The mission of GCPS is to pursue excellence in academic 
knowledge, skills, and behavior for each student, resulting 

in measured improvement against local, national, and 
world-class standards. 

Vision 

Gwinnett County Special Education Department will work 
collaboratively with students, families, schools, and the 

community to enable students receiving special 
education services to make valuable contributions to 

themselves, their families, and their communities  
as a result of their GCPS tenure. 

Core Beliefs 

We Believe 
• All students can learn more than they are currently learning. 
• Collaboration with all stakeholders is essential. 
• All special education students should be included in general 

education curriculum, instruction, and assessment to the 
extent possible. 

• Decisions should be based on current data and replicable 
research information. 

• The learning environments for students should be relevant, as 
rigorous as possible, and caring as perceived by students and 
parents. 

• The teacher is a critical element in each student’s education. 
Resources should focus on improving the effectiveness of 
each special education teacher. 

• Literacy, self-management, and partnering with parents are 
fundamental to achieving our Vision and Mission. 
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The chart below contains some of the most frequently used acronyms in Special 
Education.  If you have questions or if any of the acronyms need further explanation, 

please contact your child’s teacher and/or Special Education Assistant Principal. 
 

 

ABA Applied Behavior Analysis LRE Least Restrictive Environment 
ABC 
(data) 

Antecedent, Behavior, 
Consequence MiID Mild Intellectual Disability 

ADA Americans with Disabilities Act MoID Moderate Intellectual Disability  

ADHD  Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder ODD    Oppositional Defiant Disorder 

ASD  Autism Spectrum Disorder OHI   Other Health Impairment 
AT  Assistive Technology OI      Orthopedic Impairment 
BCBA    Board Certified Behavior Analyst OT   Occupational Therapy or Therapist 
BIP  Behavior Intervention Plan PA      Preparatory Activity 

D/B    Deaf/Blind PECS Picture Exchange Communication 
System 

D/HH   Deaf/Hard of Hearing PLAAFP  Present Levels of Academic Achievement 
and Functional Performance   

EBD  Emotional Behavior Disorder PT   Physical Therapy or Therapist 
ECSE Early Childhood Special Education PWN   Prior Written Notice 
EIP  Early Intervention Program RTI  Response to Intervention 
EL   English Learner SDD  Significant Developmental Delay 
ESY  Extended School Year SI or SLI Speech Language Impairment 
FA Functional Analysis SID/PID  Severe/Profound Intellectual Disability 

FAPE Free and Appropriate Public 
Education SLD Specific Learning Disabilities 

FBA     Functional Behavior Assessment SLP  Speech-Language Pathologist 
GAA Georgia Alternative Assessment SPED   Special Education 
H/V     Hearing and Vision (Screening) SST  Student Support Team 

IDEA Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act SWD Students With a Disability 

IEE   Independent Educational 
Evaluation 

Synergy 
SE Synergy Special Education 

IEP  Individualized Education Program TBI      Traumatic Brain Injury 
IRR  Interrelated Resource VI Visual Impairment 
LEA Local Education Agency    

Special Education Acronyms 



  
Understanding the IEP Process 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

Evaluation and Eligibility 

Eligibility Categories 

• Federal law enacted to ensure all students with disabilities have available to 
them a free appropriate public education that emphasizes special education 
and related services designed to meet their unique needs and prepare them 
for employment and independent living.   

• To ensure the rights of students with disabilities and their parents are 
protected. 

• Assist states, localities, educational service agencies, and federal agencies in 
providing for the education of students with disabilities. 

• To assess and ensure the effectiveness of efforts to educate students with 
disabilities.   

• Evaluations can be requested by you, the parent(s), teachers, or other school 
personnel.   

• Written parental consent is requested to evaluate the student.   
• Once parental consent is obtained and received by the school, the school 

has 60 days to complete the initial evaluation and hold an eligibility meeting 
to discuss the evaluation results.   

• If parental consent is not obtained, evaluations cannot be conducted, and 
the school will issue Prior Written Notice (PWN).    

• Based on the data presented at the eligibility meeting, the team will 
determine if the student is eligible for special education services and under 
which categories the child meets eligibility criteria. 

• Autism 
• Deafblind 
• Deaf/Hard of Hearing (D/HH) 
• Emotional and Behavioral Disorder 
• Intellectual Disabilities 
• Orthopedic Impairment 

• Other Health Impairment 
• Significant Developmental Delay 
• Specific Learning Disability 
• Speech Language Impairment 
• Traumatic Brain Injury 
• Visual Impairment and Blindness  

GCPS adheres to the Special Education eligibility guidelines as presented by 
the Georgia Department of Education: 
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-
Education-Services/Pages/Eligibility-Categories.aspx 

 

 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Eligibility-Categories.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Eligibility-Categories.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the IEP Process 
 

IEPs & Re-Evaluations 

Components of an IEP 

Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (PLAAFP) 

 

Annual Goals & Measuring Progress 

• If eligible, the team will meet within 30 calendar days to develop the initial IEP for the 
student.  By law, IEPs must be reviewed annually, but IEP meetings can be requested as 
needed during the year. 
 

• Once the student is determined eligible for special education services and the IEP is 
developed and offered, parental consent for services will be obtained. 

o If the parent(s) choose not to provide consent for services following the initial IEP 
meeting, the student will not receive special education services. 
 

• Re-evaluations are conducted every 3 years and new data/information is reviewed to 
reassess the student’s eligibility. 

o New data/information can result in a student being determined ineligible for 
special education services or eligible in additional areas. 
 

• You, the parent(s), also have the right to revoke consent for special education services. 

 

This portion of the IEP contains several sections: 
• Previous Semester Grades and Current Grades 
• Summary of Standardized Test History 
• Results of Initial or Most Recent Evaluations 
• Description of Academic, Developmental and/or Functional Strengths 
• Description of Academic, Developmental and/or Functional Needs   
• Parental Concerns Regarding their Child’s Education 
• Impact of the Disability on Involvement and Progress in the General Education Curriculum (for 

preschool, how the disability affects participation in appropriate activities) 

• Describe what the student is expected to do or learn within a 12-month period.   
• Designed to address the needs of the student.   
• Should describe skills that can be observed and measured.  
• Must be reviewed at least every 12 months.  
• Can be reviewed sooner if the student mastered goals or is making limited progress.   
 

IDEA requires that each student’s IEP describe how progress on Annual Goals will be measured.   
• How will the student’s progress be measured? 

o Examples:  Data collection, observation, performance on classwork assignments, 
standardized testing.   

• When will the student’s progress be measured?  
o Examples:  Throughout the day, during instruction, on the playground, in the cafeteria, etc.  

• How well will the student need to perform in order to achieve the IEP goals? 
o Examples:  Percentage, 4 out of 5 consecutive data collection opportunities   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Understanding the IEP Process 

Components of an IEP (continued) 

Extended School Year 

Special Considerations 

Supplementary Aids & Services 

ESY is special education and/or related services that are provided beyond the normal school day/year.   
• Consideration of ESY is a required part of IDEA. 
• ESY must be considered at least annually. The IEP team will discuss the following questions: 

o Does the student demonstrate a significant regression of critical skills caused by the 
normal school break and a failure to recover those lost skills in a reasonable time that limits 
the student’s ability to achieve IEP goals/objectives? 

o Is the student demonstrating less than expected progress related to critical skills that may 
limit the student’s ability to achieve IEP goals and objectives? 

o Is the student at a critical point of instruction, such as the presence of emerging skills or 
breakthrough opportunities, which require ongoing instruction during the school break? 

o Are there other special circumstances that require ESY, such as age, nature and severity 
of the disability, transitional needs, delays, or interruptions in services?  

• ESY is an IEP team decision based upon the student’s identified needs and data. 
• ESY services are provided at no cost to the family.   

 
If the IEP team determines ESY is required, an ESY IEP will be developed.   

• The IEP team will determine what goals and objectives will be addressed during ESY.   
• The IEP team will identify the type and the duration/frequency of services.   
• You, the parent(s) may decline the offer of ESY services.   

 

For some students, special factors may prevent a student from performing certain tasks. This section of 
the IEP guides the IEP team through the following special factors to consider. 

• The IEP team will discuss the following areas: 
o Behavior: Does the student have behavior which impedes his/her learning or the learning 

of others? 
o English Proficiency: Does the student have limited English proficiency?  
o Blind or Visual Impairment: Does the student have blindness or visual impairment?  
o Communication: Does the student have communication needs? 
o Deaf or Hard of Hearing: Is the student deaf or hard of hearing?  
o Assistive Technology: Is the student currently using Assistive Technology? 
o Alternative Format for Instructional Materials: Does the student require alternative format 

for instructional materials?   
  

Supplementary Aids & Services are aids, services, and other supports that are provided in regular 
education class settings and nonacademic settings, to enable students with disabilities to be educated 
with nondisabled students to the maximum extent appropriate.   

• Why are Supplementary Aids and Services important? 
o They are intended to improve access to learning and participation across the spectrum of 

academic and nonacademic activities and settings.   
• What are some examples of Supplementary Aids and Services? 

o Adapted equipment: pencil grip, special seat, adapted desk.   
o Adapted materials:  large print, highlighted notes, audio books.  
o Training for staff, student, and/or parents.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the IEP Process 

Components of an IEP (continued) 

Accommodations & Assessments 

 

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) & Placement Options 

Related Services 

Accommodation:  
• A change that helps a student overcome or work around a disability.   
• Allows the student access to the material by learning the same material, but in a different way.   
• Leveling the playing field for students by changing “how” they work through the general 

education curriculum.   
• Typically physical or environmental in nature.  

Assessments: 
• Accommodations used for standardized assessment must be consistent with accommodations 

used for classroom instruction/testing and specified in the IEP.   
• Some accommodations used for instruction may not be allowed for statewide assessment, as it 

will break standardization.   
• Two specific questions asked in the IEP: 

o Will the student participate in district/state standardized testing? 
o Is the student being considered for the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA)? 

 

Special Education is Not a Place 
• Special Education is not to be used as a label or to indicate a place, but rather is a continuum 

of specialized instructional services, individually designed, to afford each student, regardless of 
disability, the right to receive a high-quality public education and to participate in the regular 
education environment to the maximum extent appropriate.   

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 
• Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) means that students with disabilities are educated, to the 

maximum extent appropriate, with students who are not disabled, and that special classes, 
special schooling or other removal of students with disabilities from the regular education 
environment occurs only if the nature and severity of the disability are such that education in 
the regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved 
satisfactorily. 

• IEP questions asked: 
o Are Special Education Services INSIDE the General Education Classroom required? 
o Are Special Education Services OUTSIDE the General Education Classroom required? 

  

Related Services are a wide array of supportive services provided to students with disabilities to assist them 
in benefitting from special education.   

• Related Services are designed to provide extra help and support in identified, needed areas. 
• Review of all evaluation and assessment information available will enable the IEP team to 

determine what, if any, Related Services are needed by the student.  
• If it is determined that Related Services are needed by the student, those services are included in 

the student’s IEP and the IEP team determines the frequency, location, and duration of the Related 
Services, based on the individual needs of the student.   

Related Services include, but are not limited to: 
• Audiology Services, Nursing Services, Psychological Services, Occupational Therapy/Physical 

Therapy, Sign Language Interpretation Services, and Special Education Transportation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role of Parents in the IEP 

Parental Rights 

Parents are important, vital members of the IEP Team. 
Parents… 

• Provide information on the student’s strengths and weaknesses at home.  
• Provide background information on the student’s history and physical and social development.   
• Provide information on any family factors that may affect the student’s learning.   
• Are the only adults in the educational process who have been and will continue to be deeply 

involved throughout the student’s school career.  
• Have the opportunity to spend more hours working side by side with the student, observing work 

at home and in the community.   
• Observe the student’s learning style in the home/community. 
• Collaboratively participate and communicate with educators. 
• Be open and willing to ask questions and give feedback during meetings and after progress is 

provided. 
• Should be aware of what your educational rights are as a parent under IDEA.   

• GCPS has the goal of working collaboratively with parents and coming to consensus on 
matters related to Special Education.  

• Despite a team’s best efforts, there are times when you the parent(s), may disagree with 
the determination of the team. 

• Should you disagree with the evaluation or IEP, you have dispute resolution options.   
o When a resolution cannot be reached locally, amongst the IEP team, IDEA 

provides for additional processes available to families of students with disabilities.   
 These processes include: 

• Formal Complaints 
• Mediation 
• Due Process Hearing 

 
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-

Services/Pages/Dispute-Resolution.aspx 
 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Dispute-Resolution.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Dispute-Resolution.aspx


 

  

 IEP Meeting Parent-Teacher Conference 

Purpose To create, review, revise, and 
update the student’s IEP. 

Typically to discuss the student’s 
academic progress in school. 

How Long 
It depends on what’s being discussed. 
A meeting can be 30 minutes, or it can 
last an hour or more. 

Schools typically schedule 10 to 20 
minutes for a parent-teacher 
conference. 

Which Students Students who are eligible for special 
education. All students. 

Who Attends Required members of the IEP Team. Parent and the student’s teacher.  

When They Happen 

Federal law requires schools to hold 
annual IEP meetings. But parents or 
schools can request an IEP meeting at 
any time.  

Typically, parent-teacher conferences 
are held in the fall and in the spring.  

What’s Discussed It depends on the purpose of the IEP 
meeting. 

Many parent-teacher conferences 
follow a set agenda. The teacher 
provides basic information about test 
scores and shares work samples. 

IEP Meetings vs. Parent-Teacher Conferences 

IEP Meeting Resources 

Resource Name Description Resource Link 

Pre-IEP Worksheet This document helps guide parents in gathering their 
thoughts prior to an IEP meeting. Pre-IEP Worksheet 

IEP Planning Sheet This document allows the parent to provide input 
through a planning sheet guide. 

IEP Planning Sheet 
for Parents 

Before the  
IEP Meeting 

This tip sheet provides you with a list of “to do” items 
prior to the IEP meeting. 

Before IEP Tips for 
Parents 

During the  
IEP Meeting 

This tip sheet provides you with a list of reminders to 
help guide you through the IEP Meeting. 

During IEP Tips for 
Parents 

After the  
IEP Meeting 

This tip sheet provides you with a list of “to do” items at 
the conclusion of the IEP meeting. 

After IEP Tips for 
Parents 

SMART Goals 
Review this article to learn more about SMART goals 
and the components of measurable goals and 
objectives. 

How to Tell if Your 
Child’s IEP Goals are 

SMART 
Extended School 

Year 
This document provides an in-depth review of 
Extended School Year. ESY Fact Sheet 

IDEA Fact Sheet 
Understood for All, Inc. explains the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act and how it impacts you and 
your child. 

Fact Sheet 

Special Education: 
Federal Law vs. 

State Law 

This table shows examples of what IDEA provides for, 
and how states can add their own special education 
laws to meet students’ needs. 

Understanding the 
Law 

 

Below are resources recommended by the GCPS Parent Mentor to 
assist you in planning and preparing for your child’s IEP meeting(s). 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P7VaiCj_P9s0EOvgngmSwl1BqT2HJQjy/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZUfPzOEQ6OzavDFFqLLi0jGUiFqKyLAX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZUfPzOEQ6OzavDFFqLLi0jGUiFqKyLAX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wTofToGoamt1ZFyeMeu_jC_-MMLjjYDr/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wTofToGoamt1ZFyeMeu_jC_-MMLjjYDr/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j3_1XOsWlB8Emh8JhMnJzPO4csztY8jn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j3_1XOsWlB8Emh8JhMnJzPO4csztY8jn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16IQpWlAMZ6GM1Aq0S6bg01GdOjElmEcg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16IQpWlAMZ6GM1Aq0S6bg01GdOjElmEcg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DRYQ4fhjLaKC4ge3NCmLqwqMH8sXuxMY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DRYQ4fhjLaKC4ge3NCmLqwqMH8sXuxMY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DRYQ4fhjLaKC4ge3NCmLqwqMH8sXuxMY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lEtTMyQddy4o_x2-tORXu4nVJYg_73d2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NJDKZb22ObY4q1ahIw9Wff_GcluDng0B/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x7UAbAPi5EyaVoAEqejUBzUMYr0q5jWu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x7UAbAPi5EyaVoAEqejUBzUMYr0q5jWu/view


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communicating for Your Child 
 

Review the tips below from our GCPS Parent Mentor to learn more about communicating for your child. 

Tip #1: Building Relationships is the Key to Success 

• Parents and teachers are a team in the education 
of a child and must establish the foundational 
groundwork for a strong relationship. 
 

• Good communication skills are essential to building 
strong relationships.  

 

• The health of the relationship between home and 
school can positively affect the academic success 
of the child.   

Tip #2: Don’t Wait for the Teacher to Take the First Step 

• Make sure you know who your child’s teachers are.   
• Make an effort from the beginning of the school 

year to get to know your child’s teacher. 
• Stay in frequent contact with your child’s teacher.  
• Partner with your child’s teacher to determine how 

you will stay in touch (email, communication log, 
phone calls, conferences).   

Tip #3: Do Not Avoid Conflict. Seek to Resolve it. 

• Despite our best efforts, there may be times that we 
do not see eye to eye.   

• If handled well, conflict can be productive and can 
lead to deeper understanding, mutual respect and 
stronger relationships.  

• You have influence on communication as both the 
listener and the responder.  

Resources for Communicating with Schools 

Resource Name Description Resource Link 

Letter Writing Tips 
This document provides tips 
for communicating to your 
child’s school in writing. 

Considerations when 
Writing a Letter 

Anatomy of an Effective 
Email to Your Child’s 

Teacher 

This document provides a 
template for how to write an 
effective email to your 
child’s teacher. 

Email Guide 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/171w-5_2oKC-6uG3xmhQLktwNA5GMV2a-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/171w-5_2oKC-6uG3xmhQLktwNA5GMV2a-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tsea-58fq1oZnHLQp_7rrhJ4rc_YwYWo/view


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programs in GCPS 
Programs following the General Curriculum 

Programs following an Adapted Curriculum 

 

• ASD Level 3  

• ASD Level 4 

• EBD 

• ECSE 

• ES IRR & SLD 

• Mild ID 

• MS/HS IRR & SLD 

• SDD-K & SDD-1 

• ASD Level 1 

• ASD Level 2 

• MoID 

• SIDPID 

Program Area Instructional Resources 

Additional Areas 
• Related Services 

• Speech 

Below is a list of commonly used instructional resources in each program area. This list is not exhaustive, so please 
contact your child’s teacher to inquire about any additional instructional resources. 

Early Childhood Special Education Program 
Grade Band Resource 

PreK 

GELDS 
Work Sampling System 
Read it Once Again 
Second Step 
Creative Curriculum 
Handwriting without Tears 

Programs following the General Curriculum 
Grade Band Resource 

K-5 

Sounds Sensible (K-4) 
S.P.I.R.E. (1-5) 
Wilson Reading System (3-5) 
Fundations (K-3) 
Just Words (4-5) 
Read 180 (K-5) 
Comprehension Toolkits (K-5) 
TouchMath (K-5) 
Handwriting without Tears (K-5) 

6-12 

mCLASS Burst Lessons (6-8) 
Wilson Reading System (6-12) 
Just Words (6-12) 
Read 180 (6-12) 

Programs following an Adapted Curriculum 
Grade Band Resource 

K-12 

Unique Learning System 
News-2-You 
PCI Reading 
TouchMath 

12+ 
Unique Learning System 
News-2-You 
Life & Career Lab 

 

https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/EQYZjdn3O-NDpxrAhjUEck8BiWVMySg_U1jXaXF1AgH3Ng?e=QL4Vbo


 

  

Supporting Your Child at Home 

Resources for Students Participating in a General Curriculum 
Resource Description Link to Resource 

Dyslexia Information 
View information on the GA DOE Website, 
including a 4-part video series, to learn more 
about dyslexia. 

Dyslexia – GA DOE 

Yale Center Dyslexia 
Resources 

View this website to access a wealth of 
resources from experts, stories from other 
parents, and tools you can use to help support 
your child. 

The Yale Center for 
Dyslexia & Creativity 

International Dyslexia 
Association 

View this website to access fact sheets 
designed to improve understanding of 
dyslexia. 

Dyslexia Fact Sheet 

Parent Resource Website 
View this website to access resources that are 
continually updated to help you support your 
child at home. 

Parent Resource Website 

Resources for Students Participating in an Adapted Curriculum 

Strategies for Promoting 
Independence 

View this list of general tips for supporting 
students on an adapted curriculum in the 
home. 

Tips for Parents of Students 
on an Adapted Curriculum 

Using Visual Supports at 
Home 

View information about using visual supports to 
help your child acquire new skills and build 
independence at home. 

Visual Supports 

Parent Resource Website 
View this website to access resources that are 
continually updated to help you support your 
child at home. 

Parent Resource Website 

Resources for Students in the Early Childhood Special Education Program 

Learning Activities and 
Supports for Home 

Visit this site for tips and learning activities to 
use at home. Learning Activities 

The Importance of Play Watch this PowerPoint to learn about play and 
how to support play. Play-Based Learning 

Parent Resource Website 
View this website to access resources that are 
continually updated to help you support your 
child at home. 

Parent Resource Website 

Resources for Students Speech Language Impairment 

Speech Tips View this list of general tips for supporting 
speech language impairments in the home. 

Parent Tips for Students 
with SLI 

Resources for Students with Social/Emotional/Behavioral Needs 

De-Escalation Tips View this document to identify 10 tips for de-
escalating your child at home. 

Tip Sheet for                  De-
Escalating Students 

Building Resilience View this website to identify ways to help your 
child build resiliency. 

The Parent Guide to 
Resilience 

Responding to Behavior View this document as a support for how to 
handle behaviors at home. Responding to Behaviors 

 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Dyslexia.aspx
https://dyslexia.yale.edu/resources/parents/
https://dyslexia.yale.edu/resources/parents/
https://dyslexiaida.org/fact-sheets/
https://sites.google.com/g.gcpsk12.org/generalcurriculumparent/home
https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/ERkTVgsBzNlEkTxCDtPMS-EBFrPnevDQxOdjFLD-wFOfpA?e=iWcFva
https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/ERkTVgsBzNlEkTxCDtPMS-EBFrPnevDQxOdjFLD-wFOfpA?e=iWcFva
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vet0_3AOZqk5P-6NuwNXQs9Kwun5Lkr4yXTa9GhwAuY/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/g.gcpsk12.org/parentresources2021/home
http://gelds.decal.ga.gov/Resources.aspx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wPVQRvzT-EER5_1ArxrG8DvQRFTIzGQ5/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105537758568810985278&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://sites.google.com/g.gcpsk12.org/ecseparentresources/home
https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/EZCPjq2rX3VDgbstSxpSiHABABDQmbpqfg0mE_GldFFjyQ?e=q29vfi
https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/EZCPjq2rX3VDgbstSxpSiHABABDQmbpqfg0mE_GldFFjyQ?e=q29vfi
https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/EWCxFK40a4NCkeUq1DGDzSABRnBYXztnJXp_VvyPofI94w?e=p2hU94
https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/EWCxFK40a4NCkeUq1DGDzSABRnBYXztnJXp_VvyPofI94w?e=p2hU94
https://resilienceguide.org/
https://resilienceguide.org/
https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/EdrFI84cYypKubAAjbVULCQBKtuHE7-1s3LI-Dq2XdoQAA?e=nxqwiI


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Transition Planning with the IEP Team 

Transfer of Rights 

IDEA mandates transition planning take place by the time students are 16 years old. 
• In Georgia, transition planning begins when students are 14 years old or will 

be turning 14 in that IEP period.  
• Transition Planning takes into consideration the student’s preferences, 

strengths, interests and course of study based on present levels of 
performance and age-appropriate transition assessments.   

• IEP teams also solicit parent input regarding transition planning.   
• Transition planning is individualized and will focus on the following areas, as 

appropriate for the student: 
o Post-secondary education 
o Employment 
o Independent living 

Transition IEP goals will be developed in the following areas, as appropriate: 
• Education/Training 
• Development of Employment 
• Community Participation 
• Adult Living Skills and Post School Options 
• Related Services 
• Daily Living Skills  

• In Georgia, when an individual is 18 years old, they have reached the Age of Majority 
and are therefore considered an adult.   

• When a student is 18 years old, educational rights transfer from you, the parent(s) to 
the student.   

• The school system must notify the student and you, the parent(s) of the Transfer of 
Rights in writing prior to their 18th birthday. 

• Beginning not later than one year before the student reaches the Age of Majority 
under state law, the IEP must include a statement that the student has been informed 
about the upcoming Transfer of Rights.   

 
• Examples of rights transferred: 

• Right to receive notice of and attend IEP Team meetings.  
• Right to consent to Evaluations/Reevaluations  
• Right to utilize dispute resolution processes.  
• Right to review and inspect education records.   
• The adult student may designate parents as members of the IEP team as individuals 

who have knowledge or special expertise regarding the adult student.   
 
If guardianship is awarded by the probate court, provide documentation of the court order 
to be kept on file at the local school.  For more information on how to pursue guardianship, 

please visit:  
https://www.gwinnettcourts.com/probate/Guardianship-and-Conservatorship-of-an-Adult 

https://www.gwinnettcourts.com/probate/Guardianship-and-Conservatorship-of-an-Adult
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Transition Resources for Parents 

Resource Name Description Resource Link 

Preschooler on the Path to 
Graduation 

This fact sheet provides examples for how to 
support your child at home beginning in 
PreK. 

Preschool to Graduation 
 Fact Sheet 

Elementary Schooler on the 
Path to Graduation 

This fact sheet provides examples for how to 
support your child at throughout elementary 
school. 

Elementary School to 
Graduation Fact Sheet 

Middle Schooler on the Path 
to Graduation 

This fact sheet provides examples for how to 
support your child at throughout middle 
school. 

Middle School to Graduation 
Fact Sheet 

Encouraging Transition – ES & 
MS 

This document provides a list of skills to work 
on with your child at home. 

What Parents can do at 
Home to Encourage Transition 

Functional Living Skills This document provides a list of functional 
living skills to work on with your child at home. 

Functional Skills to Work  
on with your Child 

 

Below are resources recommended by the GCPS Parent Mentor to assist you in 
planning and preparing for successful post-secondary outcomes. 

Transition planning is instrumental in ensuring every student with an IEP is prepared for 
his/her desired post-secondary outcome upon exiting public school services.  The 

resources below will ensure the pathway to success for the following areas: four-year 
college, two-year college, inclusive post-secondary education, competitive employment, 

supported employment, day program and volunteer. 

Roadmap for Post-Secondary Outcomes 
Click here to access a timeline of transition tasks to complete based on the desired 
post-secondary outcome (College, Employment, Day Program) for students in 8th 
grade – 12th grade with prerequisite skills listed for Grades PreK-7th grade.  Use this 

timeline to generate annual transition plan annual goals & activities. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IeCDt7136fXKI6IfXbIBGiL62rjWk2c_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IeCDt7136fXKI6IfXbIBGiL62rjWk2c_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hgEdBhPSzUG-3hvNDtffCJ4hIR46GM2G/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hgEdBhPSzUG-3hvNDtffCJ4hIR46GM2G/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KjSGazxwpoMxcsMnuAgqiErwr6EirM5Z/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KjSGazxwpoMxcsMnuAgqiErwr6EirM5Z/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aLvP-x1UDU77V_yqd64ezHBD4wqGtgHn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aLvP-x1UDU77V_yqd64ezHBD4wqGtgHn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a4d_IE3uOqWkJtmkz1MM1YM1aVd-iLEN/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a4d_IE3uOqWkJtmkz1MM1YM1aVd-iLEN/view
https://gwinnettk12gaus-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_worley_gcpsk12_org/ERIQkAxk3i9EpiaWmoaqTQABp9BjMss7BfD-znnrNz8CFg?e=kUE89G
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College Resources (4 year) 

Resource Information Link 

University System of 
Georgia 

Higher education institutions including research 
universities, comprehensive universities, state 

universities and state colleges.  
https://www.usg.edu/ 

GA Futures Federal Aide & scholarships, college planning, 
career exploration and other resources 

https://www.gafutures.or
g/ 

Dual Enrollment 

Dual Enrollment offers high school students the 
opportunity to take courses at local technical 

schools, junior colleges, colleges and universities 
while still being enrolled in courses at their high 

school. Students earn credit for both college and 
high school.  

https://www.gcpsk12.org
/Page/23539 

Promotion & 
Graduation 

Requirements 

Requirements for earning a General Education 
Diploma.  

https://www.gcpsk12.org
/Page/24018 

College Resources (2 year) 

Resource Information Link 

Technical College 
System of Georgia 

Technical education, adult education, and 
customized business and industry training through 
programs that use the best available technology 
and offer easy access to lifelong education and 

training for all adult Georgians and corporate 
citizens. 

https://www.tcsg.edu/ 

Inclusive Post-Secondary Education 
Post-Secondary Education experience for students with Intellectual Disabilities to continue 

academic, career and technical, and independent living instruction.   

Resource Information Link 

Think College 

Think College is a national organization dedicated 
to developing, expanding, and improving 
research and practice in inclusive higher 

education for students with intellectual disability. 

https://thinkcollege.net/ 

GA Inclusive Post-
Secondary 
Education 

Programs that provide access to people with 
intellectual disabilities to postsecondary 

education. 
http://www.gaipsec.org/ 

 

Planning for the Future – Community Resource Guide 

Below are  links to community resources needed to prepare for 
the transition to post-secondary outcomes. 

https://www.usg.edu/
https://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/23539
https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/23539
https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/24018
https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/24018
https://www.tcsg.edu/
https://thinkcollege.net/
http://www.gaipsec.org/
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Competitive Employment 
Full or part-time employment in which individuals are compensated for their work.  

Resource Information Link 

Career One Stop 
Learn about careers, find career information, and 

locate career resources and advice 
with CareerOneStop. 

https://www.careeronest
op.org/ 

Work Source ATL 

WorkSource is designed to provide money and 
support to guide you through the process to find 

employment. We'll assess your skills, provide 
training, and help you find the job — or career — 

that's right for you. 

https://atlworks.org/ 

Academies & 
Career & Technical 

Education 

Courses prepares high school students for post-
secondary education and training for in-demand, 
high-skill, and high-wage careers. Beginning in 6th 

grade through 12th grade. 

https://www.gcpsk12.org
/domain/11888 

Work Based 
Learning 

Allows high school students to graduate from high 
school with real-world work experience. 

https://www.gcpsk12.org
/Page/30531 

Supported Employment 
Individuals with disabilities who express a desire and have a goal for employment while 
demonstrating a need for support to locate, obtain and maintain paid employment.  

Resource Information Link 

Georgia 
Vocational 

Rehabilitation 
Agency (GVRA) 

Helps people with disabilities become fully 
productive members of society by achieving 
independence and meaningful employment. 

https://gvs.georgia.gov/ 

Goodwill Industries 
Helps people improve their lives by assisting 

individuals to find a job and grown their careers. 
 

https://www.goodwill.org
/about-us/ 

Bobby Dodd 
Institute (BDI) 

To empower people with differing abilities 
to maximize their potential by securing economic 

self-sufficiency, independence and inclusion 
within their communities. 

https://bobbydodd.org/ 

Briggs & Associates 
Supported employment agency with expertise in 

developing positions in a wide variety of 
industries.  

https://www.briggsassoci
ates.org/wordpress/ 

Tommy Nobis 
Center 

provide job training, employment, and vocational 
support for youth and adults with disabilities and 

other barriers to employment.  

https://tommynobiscente
r.org/about-us/ 
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https://www.careeronestop.org/
https://www.careeronestop.org/
https://atlworks.org/
https://www.gcpsk12.org/domain/11888
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https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/30531
https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/30531
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https://bobbydodd.org/
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https://tommynobiscenter.org/about-us/
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Day Program 
A place outside of the home for adults with disabilities to be active in the community and connect 

with peers. 

Resource Information Link 

Annandale 

Annandale Village is the only non-profit residential 
community in the entire southeastern United 
States that serves adults with developmental 

disabilities and acquired brain injuries at all levels 
of care throughout an individual’s lifetime. The 

mission of Annandale Village is to provide 
progressive life assistance so our Villagers can 

maximize their abilities and maintain their 
independence in the least restrictive environment. 

http://www.annandale.or
g 

Autumn’s Gift Fun, customized, inclusive, guilt-free respite care 
experiences and day programs. www.AutumnsGift.org 

Creative Enterprises 

We are Creative Enterprises, and our Day Program 
offers a wide array of opportunities for adults with 
disabilities funded through the Medicaid waiver 

funds and also self-funded. We contract with 
Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation and offer 

employment for people with barriers to 
employment.  

creativeenterprises.org 

Exceptional 
Foundation of 

Atlanta 

The Exceptional Foundation of Atlanta provides 
purpose and community to young adults with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities who 
have aged out of public schools at age 22. The 

EFAtl day program provides opportunities for 
lifelong learning, access to the community, as well 

as social and recreational opportunities. 
Exceptional Summer camp programming 

available to individuals 16 years old and up. 

https://efatl.org/ 

Great Prospects, 
Inc. 

Provides a meaningful place where young adults 
can continue to grow, socialize, gain skills, have 
new experiences, receive peer support, and be 

part of a community. We also offer a summer 
program for those still in high school, ages 16-21! 

www.greatprospectsinc.o
rg 

Happy Feat 

Happyfeat offers two major programs, a summer 
camp and day program. Our day program is 

geared for individuals who have aged out of the 
school system. Our hours are 9AM-3PM. We also 

host a variety of events in our community 
throughout the year. 

Happyfeat.org 

Hi Hope Service 
Center 

Hi-Hope Center offers day, residential, and 
employment services for adults with intellectual 

disabilities. 
hihopecenter.org 

“Just” People, Inc. 

“Just” People, Inc. is a private non-profit 
organization that’s mission is to provide a variety 
of support services to adults with developmental 

disabilities, mental illnesses and head injuries.  

http://www.justpeople.or
g 
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Day Program (continued) 
A place outside of the home for adults with disabilities to be active in the community and connect 

with peers. 

Resource Information Link 

New Directions  

New Directions Georgia, Inc provides an 
individual-focused, vocational, behavioral day 

program which offers support and services 
designed to meet each individual’s needs and 

preferences based on goals outlined in their 
Individual Service Plan (ISP). The program 

promotes Self Advocacy and Independence 
while teaching Creative Arts; Literacy 

Development; Cooking Skills; Health and Well 
Being; Job and Leisure skills while participating in 

real-world tasks with age-appropriate peers. 

www.newdirectionsforaut
ism.org 

The Next Stop 
Foundation 

The Next Stop’s program provides large and small 
peer groups with personal mentor leadership to 

encourage members as they engage in planned 
activities. These activities allow supported 

opportunities for social engagement, recreation 
and leisure participation, and life application 

learning. Engaging in supported and cooperative 
group activities allow members the opportunity to 
practice appropriate social skills, further their own 
learning and skills, and experience success and 

the pride of accomplishment alongside their 
peers. 

http://www.thenextstop.o
rg 

Rosary Makers of 
America 

We are a vocational center located in Stone 
Mountain, GA, that works with special-needs 
adults, to create hand-crafted prayer beads, 
namely handmade rosaries. We offer a safe 

space for young adults to gain practical 
experience, community interaction, practice 

social skills and learn independence. Our work 
centers around beading, using this craft as a tool 
to engage the hands and the mind in creating 

unique works of art and methods of self-discovery 
and above all serving our neighbor and the 

community. 

https://rosarymakersoa.or
g/ 

St. Mary’s 
Independent Living 
Extensions (SMILE) 

A nonprofit organization of trained caregivers who 
work around-the-clock to enrich the lives of adults 

with developmental disabilities by maximizing 
independence breaking down barriers and 
advocating for greater community access. 

https://smile4.info/ 

WOW In-Sync, Inc. 

Provides training and support for adults with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities and 

autism to help them integrate more fully into 
business and community.  

http://www.wowinsync.or
g 

Y’ALLS Guides adults with mild to moderate disabilities in 
the workplace, community, and home. 

http://www.yallsgroup.or
g/ 
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Additional Resources 

Resource Information Link 

Transition Fair 

Assists parents, students with disabilities and 
educators with life after high school. The goal of 
the Virtual Transition Fair is to provide information 

and resources to parents to help with preparation 
for their child's future.   

https://www.gcpsk12.org
/Page/32404 

Parent Mentor 

Offer parent trainings and information resources 
about transition planning, agencies that support 

individuals with disabilities, Medicaid waivers, 
special education concerns, support groups, 

disability funding resources, community resources, 
and other information related to disabilities and 

special education. 

Email: 
dawn.albanese@gcpsk12

.org 

Parent to Parent 
GA 

Supports Georgia families and individuals 
impacted by disabilities or special health care 

needs. 

https://www.p2pga.org/r
oadmap/transitions/ 

Service Provider 
Database 

Database of service providers that serve 
individuals with disabilities of all ages. 

https://p2pga.secure.forc
e.com/Provider/ 

Social Security 
Income (SSI) 

Provides monthly payments to adults and children 
who have a disability. 

SSI Application Process 
https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/ 

NOW/COMP 
Medicaid Waiver 

Money that may be used to pay for services for a 
person with intellectual, developmental, or 

physical disabilities.  Services can take place in 
the home or in the community. 

https://georgia.gov/appl
y-new-option-waiver-
program-now-and-

comprehensive-support-
waiver-program-comp 

 
Medicaid Waiver Online 

Application 

Family Support 
Services 

Funding source based on the unique needs of 
individuals & their families. 

https://dbhdd.georgia.go
v/be-

compassionate/home-
services/family-support-

services 

Guardianship 

Begin considering at age 17½ in preparation for 
the Transfer of Rights at 18 years old. Guardianship 
is a legal proceeding in which someone (usually a 

family member) asks the court to find that a 
person is unable to manager his/her own affairs 

effectively because of disability.  

Considering Guardianship 
Gwinnett Guardianship 

Applications 
Pro Bono Probate Clinic 

 

These links are not maintained nor endorsed by Gwinnett County Public Schools. 
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GCPS Parent Mentor – Dawn Albanese 

Please watch the video below to learn how the GCPS Parent Mentor, Dawn Albanese, can support you. 

The Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) Parent Mentor helps to provide parents 
of students with disabilities information, guidance, and resources to support students 

at home, at school, and in their communities. 
 

Parent Mentors have children who either received or currently benefit from special 
education services. As parents of children who experience various challenges, we 
relate to and provide support to parents in various ways. To support success and 
better outcomes for students with disabilities, we work to build bridges between 

parents, administrators, and teachers. We strive to help families find positive solutions 
and support collaboration with their child’s teachers and school administrators. 

Parent Mentors also provide information to help connect families and individuals 
with disabilities to resources in their own community. We also collaborate with school 
administrators and teachers; supporting educators in their efforts to help families and 

students plan for educational and post-secondary goals. 
 

Parent Mentors provide information about transition planning, agencies that support 
individuals with disabilities, Medicaid waivers, special education concerns, support 
groups, disability funding resources, community resources, and other information 

related to disabilities and special education. 
 

GCPS Parent Mentors also offer parent training and other informational sessions 
about topics important to students with disabilities and their families. Such 

opportunities are available via the Zoom platform. 
 

If you have questions, concerns, or need other support, we welcome you to email or call: 
 

dawn.albanese@gcpsk12.org 
678-301-7212 

 

Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership: www.parentmentors.org 
Gwinnett County Public Schools: www.gcpsk12.org 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Q_n3JAxtOLM?feature=oembed
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